
Illustrations by Waldemar Buczynski, Simon Kneebone, Mandy Ord,
Wyn Richards and Peter Russell-Clarke.

The Rationalist Society of Australia prefers reason to
prejudice, science to superstition, evidence to faith;

promotes secular ethics and education; holds lectures,
conferences and social activities.

Editorial 2

Open letter to Australian freethinkers 5
Paul Litterick

BEYOND BELIEF: THE RISE OF RELIGIOUS FUNDAMENTALISM

Heading out to Hillsong: 8
the salvation of the second ensuite
Rod Quantock

Modernisation, multiculturalism and
fundamentalism 14
Dr John L Perkins

Khancoban: 22
intimate lunchtime show at Dante’s
Reviewed by Cameron Sundblom

Rapture ready in the Holy Land! 24
Brian McKinlay

The clash of ignorance 28
Waleed Aly

Fundamentalisms and liberalism 34
Dr Neil Levy

FEATURE

Unmasked! 40
Caspar Melville

BOOKS

A Short History of Nearly Everything 44
By Bill Bryson
Reviewed by Penelope Whitson

Jews and Australian Politics 46
Edited by Geoffrey Brahm Levey & 
Philip Mendes
Reviewed by Les Rosenblatt

Letters 50

Editor
Elise Jones

Editor Emeritus
Ian Robinson

Editorial Assistants
Martin Sellevold
Anna Kelsey-Sugg

Business Manager
David McKenzie

Contributions in the form of articles, letters
etc. are welcome and should be sent to:
The Editor
Australian Rationalist
PO Box 1219
Fitzroy North Victoria 3068
email: misselise@iprimus.com.au

Subscriptions and other business matters
should be sent to:
Lois Sweet
RSA Secretary
42 Ruskin Avenue
Croydon Victoria 3136
Tel: (03) 9723 2792
Fax: (03) 9725 8577
email: rationalist@bigpond.com

Membership application form is enclosed.

Copyright restrictions apply unless otherwise
stated. Views expressed by contributors are
not necessarily those of the RSA. Copyright
remains with the author/artist.

Publication details:
Australian Rationalist
(ISSN 1036–8191)
is published by the Rationalist Association 
of Australia Ltd on behalf of the Rationalist
Society of Australia.

ACN 004 121 117 

Registered office: 
42 Ruskin Avenue 
Croydon Victoria 3136 
Australia

Printed by Currency Communications
Australia ✆ (03) 9381 2333.

Distributed by Gordon & Gotch.

Print Post approved 349069/00042.

Australian Rationalist
Journal of the Rationalist Society of Australia Number 72 • Summer 2005–2006

http://www.rationalist.com.au/archive/72/p2-4_edit_ar72_web.pdf
http://www.rationalist.com.au/archive/72/p5_litterick_ar72_web.pdf
http://www.rationalist.com.au/archive/72/p6-7_conftitlepage_ar72_web.pdf
http://www.rationalist.com.au/archive/72/p8-13_quantock_ar72_web.pdf
http://www.rationalist.com.au/archive/72/p14-21_perkins_ar72_web.pdf
http://www.rationalist.com.au/archive/72/p22-23_sundblom&mckinlaypic_ar72_web.pdf
http://www.rationalist.com.au/archive/72/p24-27_mckinlay_ar72_web.pdf
http://www.rationalist.com.au/archive/72/p28-33_aly_ar72_web.pdf
http://www.rationalist.com.au/archive/72/p34-39_levy_ar72_web.pdf
http://www.rationalist.com.au/archive/72/p40-43_melville_ar72_web.pdf
http://www.rationalist.com.au/archive/72/p44-45_whitson_ar72_web.pdf
http://www.rationalist.com.au/archive/72/p46-49_rosenblatt_ar72_web.pdf
http://www.rationalist.com.au/archive/72/p50-54_letters&donations_ar72_web.pdf
http://www.rationalist.com.au/artists.htm

