Ausiralian Rationalist

Editor
Elise Jones

Assistant Editor
Don Humphrey

Editorial Consultant
lan Robinson

Editorial Assistant
Martin Sellevold

Business Manager
David McKenzie

Contributions in the form of articles, letters,
etc, are welcome and should be sent to:
The Editor

Awustralion Rationalist

¢/- 277 Punt Road

Richmond Victoria 3121

email: misselise@unlimitedinternet.com.au

Subscriptions and other business matters
should be sent to:

Lois Sweet

RSA Secretary

42 Ruskin Avenue

Croydon Victoria 3136

Tel: (03) 9723 2792

Fax: (03) 9725 8577

email: rationalist@bigpond.com

Membership application form is enclosed.

Copyright restrictions apply unless otherwise
stated. Views expressed by contributors are
not necessarily those of the RSA.

Publication details:
Australian Rationalist

(ISSN 1036-8191)

is published by the Rationalist Association
of Australia Ltd on behalf of the Rationalist
Society of Australia.

ACN 004 121 117

Registered office:

42 Ruskin Avenue,
Croydon Victoria 3136
Australia

Printed by IPP [J (03) 9428 2958.
Distributed by Gordon & Gotch.
Print Post approved 349069/00042.

Editorial 2

On the ground in Iraq: an eyewitness account 5
Scilla Elworthy’s Baghdad diaries
Priscilla Elworthy

Ten things to know about the Middle East 14
Stephen Zunes

THE IMPACT OF ISLAM IN THE MODERN WORLD 19
Islam, its origins and impact on 20

western thought
Rodney Blackhirst

Mu’tazilah: the rise of Islamic rationalism 27
Muhammad Kamal

De-demonising Islam 35
Phoebe Ahmed

OPINION

Don’t panic! 39
A soldier’s viewpoint on surviving chemical,
nuclear and biological attacks

Red Thomas

A just war in Iraq? 42
lan McHugh

DOCUMENT

The US and Iraq: an alternative view 44

from America
Dennis J Kucinich

Cover by Simon Kneebone.
lllustrations by Waldemar Buczynski.
Cartoons by John Kolm and Simon Kneebone.

The Rationalist Society of Australia prefers
reason to prejudice, science to superstition,
evidence to faith; promotes secular ethics and
education; holds lectures, conferences and
social activities.



http://www.rationalist.com.au/archive/62/p2-4.pdf
http://www.rationalist.com.au/archive/62/p5-13.pdf
http://www.rationalist.com.au/archive/62/p14-18.pdf
http://www.rationalist.com.au/archive/62/p20-26.pdf
http://www.rationalist.com.au/archive/62/p27-34.pdf
http://www.rationalist.com.au/archive/62/p35-38.pdf
http://www.rationalist.com.au/archive/62/p42-44.pdf
http://www.rationalist.com.au/archive/62/p39-41.pdf
http://www.rationalist.com.au/archive/62/p45-46.pdf
http://www.rationalist.com.au/archive/62/p19.pdf

